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Preamble 

This list sets out the issues to be addressed in the 2022-2023 Petroleum Products Pricing Review 

and reflects the relevant issues raised in the comments and submissions filed with the Board as 

part of Phase I of the review. Other issues may added to this list as the review progresses based 

on the information and commentary which is gathered by the Board. Detailed discussion of the 

various topics referred to below can be found in the Board’s Consultation Document. 

 

Benchmark Data Sources 

(1) Should there be changes to the benchmark data sources prescribed by the regulations (See 

Appendix A) to be used in the calculation of benchmark prices? 

 

(2) Are there other benchmark data sources which may be more reflective of product costs, more 

transparent, and more in line with the approach taken in other Atlantic provinces? For example, 

Argus Media; the Oil Price Information Service, local supplier rack prices, etc.? 

 

(3) Are there particular zones where the prescribed benchmark data sources do not reasonably 

reflect product cost?  

 

Benchmark Prices and Seasonal Blending 

(1) Should there be changes to the specific product prices or product blending methodologies (see 

Appendix B) used by the Board to calculate benchmark prices? In particular: 

Gasoline Motor Fuel: 

i) Should gasoline motor fuel benchmark prices reflect RBOB, Unleaded 87, E10, some other 

product, or a combination of these? 

ii) Should there be changes to the benchmark prices for gasoline motor fuel or to the 3 cents 

per litre and the 6 cents per litre grade differentials for mid-grade and premium-grade 

gasoline, respectively, prescribed by the regulations to better reflect product costs and 

differences between the different grades of gasoline? 

Diesel Motor Fuel: 

iii) Should diesel motor fuel benchmark prices on the Island reflect 25% ULSD and 75% ULSK 

in the winter? 

iv) Should diesel motor fuel benchmark prices in Labrador reflect 100% ULSK year round? 

http://www.pub.nl.ca/PP/ApplicationsProceedings/2022PetroleumPricingReview/report/2022-2023%20Petroleum%20Products%20Pricing%20Review%20-%20Consultation%20Document%20-%202023-01-17.pdf
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v) What should be the basis for diesel motor fuel benchmark prices in Zones 13 and 13a? 

Furnace Oil Heating Fuel: 

vi) Should furnace oil benchmark prices reflect 25% ULSD and 75% Jet in the winter? 

Stove Oil Heating Fuel: 

vii) Should stove oil heating fuel benchmark prices on the Island reflect 100% ULSD year 

round? 

viii) Should stove oil heating fuel benchmark prices in Labrador reflect 100% ULSK year round? 

 

(2) Are there particular zones where the benchmark product prices used by the Board to calculate 

benchmark prices do not reasonably reflect product cost? 

 

(3) Should there be changes to the Board’s blending methodology and approach to reflect the 

seasonal changes in the product brought to market? In particular should there be changes for any 

regulated product in any zone with respect to the: 

 

i) timing of the implementation and lifting of the blend; and 

ii) manner of the phase-in of the blend. 

 

Benchmark Price Calculations 

(1) Should benchmark prices continue to be calculated using a 7-day average with Friday as a proxy 

for Saturday and Sunday, or should a 5-day average be used similar to Nova Scotia and New 

Brunswick? 

 

(2) Should the Board have the authority to implement forward averaging or another market adjuster 

in the calculation of benchmark prices similar to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick? 

 

Mark-Ups 

(1) Should wholesale and retail mark-ups be adjusted to better reflect the cost of supplying the 

product? In particular, should there be changes to: 

 

i) better reflect the cost of petroleum products relative to the prescribed benchmark 

prices? 

ii) reflect changes in the cost of fuel necessary to transport petroleum products, hedging 

costs, interest rates, insurance, equipment costs and maintenance, wages, etc.? 

iii) provide for necessary capital investment, overhead and return on investment? 

iv) the interim wholesale mark-up increases on the island of 5.0 cents per litre for gasoline 

and 4.0 cents per litre for diesel, furnace oil and stove oil that was implemented in 2020 

related to the closure of the refinery in Come By Chance? 
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v) the additional retail mark-up of 2.39 cents per litre for gasoline motor fuel in Zones 4a, 

7b, 11a, 11b and 14 to provide for the viability of retailers in these zones? 

vi) reflect different business models? 

vii) account for decreasing volumes which may be associated with government climate action 

policy? 

 

(2) What should the mark-ups be for mid-grade and premium-grade gasoline? Should there be 

changes to how the wholesale and retail mark-ups are calculated considering the application of 

the grade differentials to the Unleaded 87 benchmark price as prescribed by the regulations?  

 

(3) Should the Board implement an adjuster to the retail mark-up to reflect the variable costs to 

retailers associated with credit card fees similar to Nova Scotia? 

 

(4) Should there be changes with respect to the full-service differential? 

 

(5) Should minimum wholesale and/or retail mark-ups be implemented? 

 

(6) What processes should be established for the periodic review of mark-ups? 

 

Zone Boundaries and Zone Differentials 

(1) Should there be changes to the number of zones and/or the zone boundaries (see Appendix C)?  

 

(2) Should there be changes to the zone differentials for any regulated product in any zone? In 

particular, should there be changes to reflect costs associated with storage and transportation, 

capital investment, trucks, parts and labour and fuel costs including fuel surcharges implemented 

by bulk haulers? 

 

(3) What processes should be established for the periodic review of zone differentials?  

 

Weekly Adjustments 

(1) Should regular weekly price adjustments be moved from a Thursday effective date to a Friday 

effective date to be consistent with the other Atlantic Provinces? 

 

(2) Should price adjustments continue to be made on a weekly basis? 

 

(3) Should price adjustments be made more than once a week? 
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Extraordinary Adjustments 

(1) Should there be extraordinary price adjustments outside of regular weekly price adjustments? 

 

(2) What should the criteria be for extraordinary price adjustments? Are the current thresholds for 

an extraordinary price adjustment appropriate? 

 

(3) Should the criteria for an extraordinary price adjustment be prescribed by the legislation? 

 

(4) Are there any measures which can be implemented to reduce the number of extraordinary price 

adjustments, especially in the case of commodity market volatility? Would a market adjuster 

reduce the number of extraordinary adjustments? 

 

Notice of Adjustments 

(1) Should there be advance notice of maximum price adjustments to the media and the public?  

 

(2) Should there be advance notice that there will be an extraordinary price adjustment the following 

day without releasing the amount or direction of the change? 

 

Seasonal Suspension of Adjustments 

(1) Should there be changes to the policy with respect to the seasonal suspension of adjustments? In 

particular should: 

 

i) the same approach be taken for the suspension of adjustments in all zones subject to the 

suspension? 

ii) a suspension continue to be implemented in both the winter and the summer?  

iii) the timing of the implementation and lifting of the suspension be changed for any zone? 

iv) there be a suspension in any other zones? 

v) the suspension be discontinued for any zone? 
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Benchmark Data Sources 
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Benchmark Sources and Blending Methodology 
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Pricing Zone Maps 
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Pricing Zone Maps 

 


